IN THE CLAIMS : 

Claims 1-10 are pending. 

Claims 1 1-27 are cancelled without prejudice. 

Claims 2 and 7-10 remain unchanged. 

New Claims 28-42 are added. 

Claims 1,3,5 and 6 are amended herein. 

The status of the claims is as follows: 

28. (New) An acoustic transducer adapted to co-operate with a surface to induce into the 
surface audiofrequency vibrations whereby the surface radiates sound therefrom, the transducer 
comprising an active element which changes in length along a first axis in response to an 
audiofrequency input signal, the element being mounted between an inertial mass and a foot which 
engages a surface whereby audiofrequency vibrations produced by the active element are 
acoustically coupled into the surface, wherein the foot is hingedly connected to the inertial mass 
and the active element is located between the foot and the mass such that the angle between the 
first axis and the surface is less than 90°, wherein the centre of the foot is directly below the centre 
of gravity of the transducer. 

29. (New) An acoustic transducer according to Claim 28, wherein the said angle is 45° or 

less. 

30. (New) An acoustic transducer according to Claim 28, wherein the first axis extends 
substantially parallel to the surface. 

31. (New) An acoustic transducer according to Claim 28, wherein the active element 
comprises a magnetostrictive material. 

32. (New) An acoustic transducer according to Claim 35, wherein the active element 
comprises a piezoelectric material. 

33. (New) An acoustic transducer adapted to co-operate with a surface to induce into the 
surface audiofrequency vibrations whereby the surface radiates sound therefrom, the transducer 
comprising an active element which changes in length along a first axis in response to an 
audiofrequency input signal, the element being mounted between an inertial mass and afoot which 
in use engages a surface whereby audiofrequency vibrations produced by the active element are 
acoustically coupled into the surface, wherein the foot is hingedly connected to the inertial mass 
and the active element is located between the foot and the mass such that the angle between the 



first axis and the surface is less than 90°, wherein the inertial mass includes one or more of 
batteries, electrical circuitry, and a housing for the transducer 

34. (New) An acoustic transducer according to Claim 33, wherein the said angle is 45° or 

less. 

35. (New) An acoustic transducer according to Claim 34, wherein the first axis extends 
substantially parallel to the surface. 

36. (New) An acoustic transducer according to Claim 33, wherein the active element 
comprises a magnetostrictive material. 

37. (New) An acoustic transducer according to Claim 33, wherein the active element 
comprises a piezoelectric material. 

38. (New) An acoustic transducer adapted to be located against a surface to induce 
audiofrequency vibrations into said surface whereby said surface radiates sound therefrom, the 
transducer comprising an active element which changes in length along a first axis in response to 
an audiofrequency input signal, the element being mounted between an inertial mass and a foot 
which engages a surface whereby audiofrequency vibrations produced by the active element are 
acoustically coupled into the surface, wherein the foot is hingedly connected to the inertial mass 
and the active element is located between the foot and the mass such that the angle between the 
first axis and the surface is less than 90°. 

39. (New) An acoustic transducer according to Claim 38, wherein the said angle is 45° or 

less. 

40. (New) An acoustic transducer according to Claim 39, wherein the first axis extends 
substantially parallel to the surface. 

41. (New) An acoustic transducer according to Claim 38, wherein the active element 
comprises a magnetostrictive material. 

42. (New) An acoustic transducer according to Claim 38, wherein the active element 
comprises a piezoelectric material. 



